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          Thursday 8th  December, 2011


Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School

This is the final College Street School newsletter (forever!)

Final farewell to our community:                

Two shows tonight – Thursday 8th December – 

at the Kings / Queens auditorium, Bayview Road.         1.30pm and 7.00pm

These two identical shows will be a celebration of those things we have valued at College Street. 

The show is packed with dance, singing and lots of visuals. It is a time to celebrate with pride, those things that we have valued at our school. Both shows are planned to run for no longer than 90 minutes.
The 1.30pm show

Buses from school will have children at the auditorium at 1pm. Buses will bring the children back to College Street at the conclusion of the 1.30pm show, although you are welcome to take your child from the auditorium at the conclusion of the 1.30pm show.

The 7.00pm show

Could we have all children at the auditorium by 6.30pm – please? For those parents not attending the evening show, we will be finished by 8.30pm – the time to collect your child / ren.

Please note that we are dependent upon all children being at the evening, 7.00pm show. Children have rehearsed in groups and it would be sad if there were gaps because children did not turn up for the evening performance. Thank you very much for your support.

Entry tickets
The evening show is full, but there are still tickets available for the 1.30pm show – available from Jimmi in our school’s office.

Keep in mind that because of fire regulations we can only admit people with tickets.

What is happening next week….
Keep in mind …   if you have other activities for your child / children to do on days of next week – that is great, but please do ring Mrs Anderson to let us know that they will not be at school.

Monday 12th
· Exploring the ‘tunnel’ under the hall.  Some children have expressed a desire to have a look under the hall and Alister has offered to escort small groups down to have a look at our excavations!                                     If you would like your child to take up this invitation, could they bring some clothing they could change into to school on Monday. It is very dirty down there!!
Tuesday 13th
· 9.15-10.30am   Bible in Schools Christmas service at the Caversham Presbyterian Church for Rooms 5, 6, 7 and 8.
Wednesday 14th
· Bring your swimming togs to school. At 9.30am the doors will be locked as we all quietly walk down to St Clair for a swim in the salt water Pool. (We are booked in between 11.00 and 12noon). We will have our lunch down at the beach, construct some sand castles prior to walking back to school and be back at school by 3pm.  If you would like to join us, you are most welcome.
Thursday 15th
· Talent Quest.  Starting at 9.30am in the hall, we have a full show planned. There’s song and dance, guitar, gymnastics, jokes, piano, inventions – all in all there are 26 items!  Again, if you want to join us, you are most welcome.

· Last day for After school Care
Friday 16th
· Final bell being rung at 12.30pm.  Start of the summer holiday break.
· Final day for Canteen and for After School Care

· There will be canteen on Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th but supplies could be limited as we will be starting to clean out the freezer and fridges.

·  Last day for Dominoes Pizzas and smart lunches will be Tuesday 13th December.

ALSO

· Last day for After School Care will be Thursday 15th December 
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Memento of College Street School - wine glasses and beer mugs 
We have wine glasses and beer mugs, engraved with College Street School – 1959 – 2011, for sale.

1 glass for $10 or 2 or more for $9 each – i.e. 2 for $18, 6 for $54.

They are available for sale and collection now at school – see Mrs Anderson in our school’s office. We will also have these available at Kings High school tomorrow.

We have limited numbers, so, again, first in first served !!

[image: image6.png]



Memento of College Street School – medals

Medals that were given to our children at last Friday’s assembly are also available for ex pupils, friends of College Street. If you would like one, do call into our school’s office – there is a limited number.

We will also have these available at Kings High school tomorrow.
And onto 2012   …   …
Carisbrook Enrolment forms
There are additional forms available from our school’s office. Mr Sincock is currently putting together classes for 2012 so your enrolment forms are urgently needed. My suggestion is that even if you are still unsure of your intentions for 2012, complete a form for Carisbrook School now and that way you will ensure your son or daughter has a place.

Did you read in Mr Sincock’s newsletter this week that:

· Carisbrook School opens for children on Wednesday 1st February
· That already camp venues have tentatively been booked in for 2012.

· That each student will be getting a new Carisbrook School top

· That all Yr 7 & 8 learners will have a PC computer, laptop, or an ipad or similar while they are at school !!

· That Carisbrook is going to be a Duffy school

· That there will be both a Before and an After School Care programme

Sounds pretty cool to me !!

It’s also excellent to hear that our students will be remaining on site over terms 1 and 2. It means that while building development goes on, our teaching and learning programmes will be unaffected.

Big news for Mrs Braithwaite
Last Monday Mrs Braithwaite announced her success in securing a teaching position at St Joseph’s Cathedral School, starting at the commencement of 2012.
While Kelly will be missed at our school next year, we are keen to express our congratulations and to give her best wishes for 2012.

Kelly has been an excellent teacher for many children in College Street since her arrival in 2008. Thank you Kelly for your passion, commitment and skills in enhancing the learning of our children and for your role in maintaining the culture of our school.

Get Hooked…On Books - Summer Reading Programme 2011-12
Children can dip their toes into a great book anytime, get lured in by the story, and before they know it they are hooked!

Our hugely popular Summer Reading Programme doesn’t cost a cent, and every child who joins receives a fun-filled booklet, full of supportive ideas and activities, book lists and a diary to record and rate their progress. 

Every child who reaches their reading target is rewarded at the end of the summer; and if they exceed their target before the holiday’s end, they can simply come back in and set their goal a little higher!

This year, we have teamed up with the NZ Marine Studies Centre, and members of the programme will get special treatment if they visit Portobello Aquarium over the holidays.

Encourage your child to delve into reading. Explore our shelves for their next summer adventure and develop a life long love of reading and learning. It’s free – and it’s fun!
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Join up at your local library today!

Saturday 10 December - Sunday 29 January 2012    All Dunedin Public Libraries

T Ball          Bathgate Park on Saturday 10th December
College Street Cubs vs Columba Navy - Diamond 12 - 10am

College Street Cougars vs St Marys K - Diamond 8 - 11am

This is the last game for this year.  Season recommences Saturday 11th February.  As we have only registered for the pre-Christmas season and parents have requested that our 2 College Street teams continue and finish the post-Christmas season, your child's place in the team will depend on your payment of the extra $12.50 fee.  The fee is $25 for the whole season and $12.50 for half the season.  If you have not yet paid for the first half of the season please pay the full $25 to Mrs Anderson ASAP.  Thank you.
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The non-payment of any 2011 Activity Fees 
Sadly we have 18 parents who have chosen to pay nothing for 2011, meaning that other families have subsidised the non-paying parents over the year. That means things like swimming, the Peninsula trip, the many trips out of school, the cost of buses – all have had to be paid for by others. Hardly a fair arrangement, especially when I have pleaded for such non-paying parents to advise me of any financial stresses, thus enabling me to access support funding from outside the school. I have always been reluctant to involve children as I seek payment from parents. The school’s financial situation is now so tight that those children whose parents have not paid anything towards their 2011 activity fees will not be able to attend any activities next week that attract costs. 
Musicool Theatre & Dance Summer School 2012

· Check out our website www.musicool.co.nz  

· January 16th  – 21st  2012

· No audition necessary, simply register with us on line.

· Juniors 8 – 12 years    (morning classes)   Seniors 13 – 17 years (afternoon)

· One week affordable course.  Work with some of Dunedin’s most respected dance and vocal tutors in Musical Theatre and Dance and enjoy a really fun week.   Check out our testimonials on line.

· Want to find out more?  www.musicool.co.nz.   Numbers strictly limited so register early.
Denise Henderson (454 5875 ) & Bridget Telfer  (489 2087)
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Lost

Ripstick – red and black. Left at school last Wednesday, if you have seen it, please let Mrs Anderson in the office know.   Thank you
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Merry Christmas to you all. 

Have a very safe holiday.
All the very best to you all for 2012. 

A personal thank you for all your support over the past twelve years.

For and on behalf of College Street School    

 Gary Tenbeth
Memories of College Street School

Last Friday’s assembly

While our hall was full last Friday I am conscious that many Mums and Dads were not able to join us for our annual awards assembly.

May I offer my congratulations to the following recipients:

  Term 4 Harvey Excellence Cup: Miriama Metuatai
  Term 4  Kid of the term:              Narese Reynolds           
  2011 Consol Cup:                        Desiree Hooper
  2011 Mainfreight  award:            Joshua Stewart
Part of our programme last Friday involved three speakers talking about their memories of College Street School. I have reproduced those speeches for you:
Blake Kellas from Room 1

Blake, who started school last November, read out the following speech – he did so well !!

All the junior children wrote what they love about College Street School. 

We all said the Teachers are really kind. 

Being a Duffy School means we get lots of free books. 

We go on lots of trips. This year we went to Larnach’s Castle and someone saw a ghost but they used their   strengths and looked at it. 

Lots of us had out first boat trip on the Monarch.

When we went on the train we loved going through the tunnels with our lights off. It was so dark and we   screamed. 

We got to go swimming at Moana Pool and we could stand under the water fountain. 

We wish it was a chocolate fountain like the one we saw when we went to Cadburys Factory.

Market Day is our favourite day at school and we love our Gecko movies. We feel famous. 

Our sleepovers at School are fun. Except when it rained so much we got soaked in our tents. Having to sleep by the huge spider at the Museum kept us awake or that is what we told our teachers.

Sometimes we get scared, like at Polyfest but when the people clapped and some kids did the haka for us we wanted to do our item again.

Playing, “Its in the Bag” at Assembly is fun but we remember when we did the flashmob once and we had to keep it a secret. Keeping secrets are hard for us wee kids.

We love Maths, reading and writing and sharpening pencils with the fancy pencil sharpener.

But most of all we like making new friends. 

Thanks College Street School.
Samara Scholten from Room 5
Superb camps stand out as a highlight of our time at College Street. 

Waiora was absolutely amazing with activities like go – carting and archery being both enjoyable and challenging. 

We also love PrEP. We enjoy making goods to sell, earning money and spending it. 

We have enjoyed the opportunities to do art and Phys Ed. 

Mrs Anderson and the teachers organise lots of fun trips  for us, especially swimming at Moana Pool and our trip this year to the Otago Peninsula. 

End of term celebration days are always fun, with movies and sometimes ice creams. 

We have loved our time at College Street  and will always remember the many friends we have made. 

Thank you. 
Ella Scott from Room 7

During our years at College Street School we have had the chance to do lots of enjoyable things.

Many of our early memories are having the sleep over at school. Ella remembers having to go home as she just couldn’t get to sleep!

Another vivid memory is having our sleepover at the museum. The animal attic at night was certainly spooky and it didn’t help that one of us went sleep walking during the night!

The ski camp to the Remarkables was a trip of a lifetime with many laughs and lots of pain.                                                                             Our Year 6 camp to Waianakarua was a highlight of this year and we all will have many fond memories of all the activities we did. Unfortunately for us the last day fell on April Fool’s day and the teachers really made fools of us with the fake mouse that was real!!

The teachers have been enjoyable and will always be remembered for the rest of our lives. They have given us skills that we will be able to use in our future.
Other activities like Stars on Stage, discos, sports teams, PrEP, Polyfest and productions have been lots of fun and have given us lots of laughs and experiences.
We have really enjoyed making new and lifelong friends. 

We would like to thank all the College Street staff for making our days at College Street School fun and for being a really good place to learn.

All the best to Mr Tenbeth as he leaves us to begin a new job in 2012. He is our favourite principal. We will always remember his lolly basket,  It’s in the Bag, singing to us on our birthdays and his great sense of humour. We will cherish these memories.
We will all miss College Street School however we are looking forward to new teachers and challenges next year.

Mr Tenbeth

I will remember a community that had an intense pride in their school; a community that told others of that pride. A community that was always willing to support school initiatives.
I will remember parents who have a keen love for their children. Some struggled with parenting, others were an inspiration to me – but I think I can honestly say that I have not met a parent who did not want the best for their child.

I will remember members of Boards of Trustees who were always keenly focussed on what was good for the kids of the day. Personal egos and agendas have always been put to one side as members strategised the best way in which they could support the advancement of teaching and learning in our school.

I will remember our support staff –


people working in our school office coordinating our school activities and supporting our parents and visitors,


teacher aides who so effectively supported learners within classrooms,

caretakers who have maintained our school and kept it looking beautiful.
I will remember the many teachers who have passed through College Street School. I will remember their level of dedication, effort and skill  and their focus on doing their very best for the children of the day. I will remember the many teachers who have left College Street for positions of responsibility in other institutions.

I will remember children, over ten or more years, who have taught me heaps and who have helped me and allowed me to become a better school principal.

You taught me things like


what it looks like to succeed


what it looks like to fail


what it looks like to have good friendships


what it looks like to work effectively by yourself and with others


what it looks like to have pride

Finally I will remember that the success of this school has always been dependent upon a team of people. The recognition that we all need to have a common focus of achieving the best for children is paramount in our interactions, in our values and in our strategies.

It is with a pride and pleasure that I say thank you for allowing me to lead your school since 1999. May I wish you all the very best for Christmas, for the holidays and especially for the new start in 2012.
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